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Cases  of  Poisoning  by  Ozymuriate  of  Mercury.  By  J.  W.  Va¬ 
lentine,  Surgeon,  Bolsover. 

T¥1he  following  cases  of  poison,  with  appearances  on  rough 
dissection,  are  humbly  submitted  to  your  attention.  I  say 
rough  dissection  ;  because  the  coroner  and  jury’s  anxiety  to  get 
through  the  business ,  as  they  termed  it,  being  so  very,  very  great, 
we  could  not  prosecute  our  anatomical  research  with  that  exact¬ 
ness  the  importance  of  the  subject  justified  #  The  prejudice  also 
of  the  public  mind  on  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  as  well  as  the 
idea  of  the  bodies  being  cut  up  for  inspection,  militated  so  much 
against  us,  that,  had  we  not  been  supported  by  the  arm  of  the 
law,  I  conceive  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  ob¬ 
tained  an  examination.  Should  then  the  underwritten  be  con¬ 
sidered  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  valuable  “  Journal,”  or  any¬ 
ways  contribute  to  the  elucidation  of  forensic  medicine,  the 
views  of  the  reporter  will  be  sufficiently  obtained. 

December  26th  lb  16. —  At,  or  about  seven  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  Sarah  Wild,  aged  49  years,  of  sanguine  melancholic  tern- 


*  We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  disapprobation  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Coroners  who  presume  to  interrupt  the  medical  practitioner  called  upon 
to  examine  the  cause  of  death  under  suspicious  circumstances  ;  and  of  inform¬ 
ing  practitioners  in  general,  that  as  soon  as  the  body  is  delivered  to  them  for 
that  purpose,  they  are  to  proceed  deliberately  with  their  examination  until 
they  be  satisfied.  Upon  this  subject  we  quote  with  great  satisfaction  the  deci¬ 
sive  opinion  of  the  enlightened  judge  who  now  presides  over  the  criminal  court  of 
this  division  of  the  empire.  Dr  Cleghorn  of  Glasgow  having  been  examined  in 
a  trial  for  poison,  ‘‘  The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  after  highly  complimenting  the 
learned  professor  on  his  luminous  evidence,  took  occasion  to  impress  strongly  on 
all  magistrates  and  public  officers  present ,  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  the 
body  of  the  deceased  opened  a?id  examined  by  a  medical  tnan}  in  every  case  of 
suspi cions  death.” — Editors . 
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perament,  administered  to  herself, ,  and  four  children ^  large  doses 
of  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  mixed  in  treacle  !  I  was  called  in  great 
haste  soon  after  eight  o’clock,  along  with  Mr  Frith ;  but  it  was 
near  nine  o’clock  betore  any  antidote  could  be  got  into  the 
stomach,  owing  to  our  being  misinformed  of  the  nature  of  the 
poison  given.  The  children  were  two  boys  and  two  girls  ; 
the  youngest  child,  a  girl,  about  three  years  old;  the  next,  a 
boy,  four  years  old  ;  the  third,  a  boy,  eleven  years  old  ;  the 
fourth,  a  girl,  about  fourteen  years  old.  The  three  youngest 
children  were  vomiting  violently  large  quantities  of  viscid  mu¬ 
cus.  Complete  dysphagia  ;  excruciating  pain  at  every  attempt 
to  swallow,  whether  saliva,  or  other  fluid  bodies.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  older  girl  was  less  affected,  nor  in  so  much  pain 
as  the  others,  yet  she  vomited  very  considerably. 

Case  I. — Sarah  Wild  the  younger,  began,  three  hours  after 
the  administration  of  the  drug,  to  purge  violently.  Large 
quantities  of  bilious  matter  were  thrown  off  the  stomach,  as  well 
as  by  stool.  Pulse  small,  and  innumerable  ;  thirst  excessive. 
After  writhing  in  torture  until  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  during 
which  period  no  urine  was  secreted,  she  became  suddenly  calm, 
and  expired  at  the  end  of  twelve  hours  from  the  taking  of  the 
poison. 

Case  II. —  William  Wild,  aged  11  years;  vomits  violently. 
Sometimes  easy,  at  others  violently  racked  with  pain  ;  seat  of 
which  is  principally  about  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  and  umbilicus; 
dysphagia.  At  the  end  of  twelve  hours,  cofiee-ground-coloured 
vomiting,  with  coagulated  blood,  took  place;  also  violent  purg¬ 
ing  of  coagulable  lymph,  clots  of  blood,  and  fine  pellucid  mem¬ 
brane.  Extremely  thirsty;  head  much  affected  with  coma; 
pulse  small,  tremulous,  and  feeble.  Very  small  portion  of  urine 
secreted.  Sensible  to  the  last  moment.  Pulsation  impercep¬ 
tible  at  the  wrist  twelve  hours  before  death.  Died  at  the  end 
of  twenty-four  hours  after  administration  of  the  drug,  while  at¬ 
tempting  to  use  the  vase. 

Case  III. — Sarah  Wild,  the  mother;  complains  of  extreme 
thirst ;  violent  pain  at  the  prsecordia  ;  pulse  small,  tremulous, 
and  quick,  great  heat,  and  extreme  soreness  of  the  pharynx, 
with  difficult  deglutition.  When  swallowing  any  liquid,  the 
raw  sensation  extremely  acute.  At  this  period  she  produced 
from  her  pocket  a  paper  containing  corrosive  sublimate  !  being 
the  residue  of  what  she  had  administered  to  herself  and  children, 
and  which  she  acknowledged  to  have  mixed  for  them  in 
treacle.  Did  not  weigh  this  product,  but  suppose  there  might 
be  about  one  scruple.  The  original  weight  was  a  quarter  of  an 
ounce  avoirdupois.  She  likewise  produced  a  packet  contain- 
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ing  boluses,  in  number  four,  which  she  confessed  to  have  made 
up  three  weeks  before,  containing  the  above  named  poison, 
with  treacle  and  flour ;  but  which  she  had  not  attempted  to 
give,  preferring  the  drug  mixed  with  treacle  alone ,  and  telling 
the  children  it  was  saltpetre  for  the  worms.  On  examination 
of  two  of  the  packages,  corrosive  sublimate  was  clearly  indicated 
in  its  regular  crystallized  state.  These  packages  contained  the 
same  quantity  of  poisonous  mineral,  as  above  noted.  The  vomit¬ 
ing  continued  violent  and  incessant,  parting  with  blood,  and 
coffee-ground-colouret3  matter  ;  had  also  violent,  repeated,  and 
very  offensive  discharges  per  ano.  After  the  first  eighteen 
hours,  the  pain  removed,  and  became  violently  fixed  at  the  um¬ 
bilicus,  continuing  there  eight  hours ;  from  thence  to  the  back, 
(lumbar  region,)  which  continued  to  her  death.  All  pulsation 
left  the  wrist,  and  extreme  arterial  branches,  in  twelve  hours 
after  the  poison  had  been  taken.  The  heart  itself  had  an  un¬ 
dulating,  tremulous  motion.  Brain  evidently  much  affected  £ 
the  pupils  of  the  eyes  scarcely  stimulated  by  the  greatest  light. 
Tongue  clean  ;  no  secretion  of  urine.  Sensible  to  the  last  mo¬ 
ment.  After  great  suffering,  she  closed  the  dismal  scene  about 
two  o’clock  P.  M.  on  the  twenty-seventh,  being  thirty-one  hours 
after  taking  the  poison. 

Case  IV.— George  Wild,  aged  8  years  ;  vomits  largely  and 
incessantly  of  viscid  frothy  mucus;  extreme  soreness  of  pharynx, 
with  complete  dysphagia.  Very  restless ;  pain  violent  at  the 
scrobiculus  cordis  ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble ;  no  secretion  of 
urine.  In  six  hours,  repeated  calls  to  the  vase  took  place,  in 
which  were  voided  large  circular  pieces  of  coagulable  lymph, 
similar  to  shreds  of  boiled  macaroni. 

27th  Dec. — Passed  a  very  had  nighty  complaining  of  great 
pain  at  the  umbilicus.  Vomiting  less  urgent ;  extremities  cold  ; 
calls  frequently  for  cold  water,  which  was  given,  with  the  alka¬ 
line  solution,  as  frequently  as  possible.  Tongue  red  and  parch¬ 
ed.  Head  much  affected  with  coma  ;  pupils  insensible  to  light ; 
pulse  feeble,  labouring  in  its  diastole.  Stools  changed  to  a  livid, 
fetid,  and  grumous  appearance.  Abdomen  extremely  sore  on 
the  slightest  pressure.  Voids  a  small  quantity  of  water. 

28th.  — Head  still  more  affected,  in  fact,  complete  stupor ; 
pulse  less  perceptible.  Vomiting  frequent  of  a  bluish  mucus , 
similar  to  the  blue  pill  in  solution.  Extremely  restless.  Stools 
of  a  dirty  grumous  nature,  in  which  was  enveloped  a  lumbricus. 
Calls  to  the  vase  not  quite  so  urgent ;  appears  to  be  sinking 
fast.  Died  about  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  about 
seventy  hours  after  the  administration  of  the  poison. 

Case  V.— Martha  Wild,  aged  about  fourteen  years ;  had 
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swallowed  but  a  small  portion  of  the  poisonous  mineral.  Per¬ 
ceiving  what  the  mother  had  given  to  her  to  be  very  unpleasant, 
she  spat  out  the  greatest  part.  Vomiting  took  place  along  with 
the  others,  but  in  a  slighter  degree.  Complained  of  immediate 
pain  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  after  swallowing  the  remaining 
portion  left  in  the  mouth.  No  difficult  deglutition  ;  pulse  small, 
quick,  and  irregular.  No  evacuation  by  bladder  or  rectum. 

27th  Dec — Passed  a  restless  night ;  pupils  largely  dilated, 
and  insensible  to  light.  Pulse  not  to  be  counted.  Coma  came 
on  at  noon  to-day.  In  the  morning,  took  with  reluctance  the 
solution  of  supercarbonate  of  potassa.  Expressed  a  wish  for  a 
little  boiled  milk  at  the  same  time,  which  was  granted.  Enema 
of  milk  and  olive  oil  thrown  up  the  rectum,  but  returned  with¬ 
out  effect. 

28th  Dec. — Coma  continued  until  noon  to  day.  No  urine 

Xf 

voided ;  pulse  unsteady  and  feeble  ;  pupils  still  blunt  to  the 
rays  of  light.  A  contraction  of  the  corrugator  supercilii,  with 
partial  strabismus.  Eat  more  freely  of  milk  and  bread,  which 
afforded  pleasure.  Injection  again  repeated,  but  without  effect. 
To  take  freely  of  an  oily  emulsion. 

29th  Dec. — Passed  a  tranquil  night,  and  voided  a  free  quan¬ 
tity  of  urine,  of  good  colour.  Pulse  a  little  fuller,  and  steady 
at  70.  Has  not  experienced  any  abdominal  pains  since  the 
commencement.  No  stool,  but  great  inclination  ;  and  likewise 
to  urine,  but  in  vain.  Had  taken  freely  of  the  oily  emulsion 
yesterday,  and  in  the  night.  A  terebinthinate  injection  was 
administered  twice  in  twelve  hours,  which  brought  away  some 
tolerably  well-formed  feces,  of  palish  colour.  Had  a  draught 
of  decoct,  cinchonas,  with  tartarised  kali. 

31. — No  complaints  ;  appears  convalescent. 

1817,  Jan.  3.— Perfectly  well.  Continues  well  up  to  the  close 
of  this  communication. 

Sectio  Cadaverum. 

George  Wild  (Case  IV.)  Seven  hours  after  death  : — Coun¬ 
tenance  placid;  eyes  open;  no  discoloration  on  the  anterior 
surface,  or  any  peculiar  abdominal  distention.  Posteriorly ; 
shoulders,  back,  and  hips,  a  crimson  colour. 

Having  sawn  through  the  cranium,  with  great  difficulty  the 
calvarium  was  raised,  owing  to  the  very  extensive  and  strong  ad¬ 
hesions  of  the  dura  mater,  which  was  obliged  to  be  dissected  from 
its  attachments  before  the  surface  could  be  exposed.  On  exposure, 
every  vessel  of  the  dura  and  pia  mater  was  completely  filled 
with  red  blood,  exhibiting  the  most  beautiful  structure  of  their 
ramifications,  and  anastomoses.  One  of  the  lateral  and  pos¬ 
terior  sinuses  were  filled  with  black  blood,  forming  a  most  rich 
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contrast  with  the  highly  injected  arteries  ;  the  whole  presenting 
one  complete  mass  of  high  inflammation.  The  medullary  por¬ 
tions  of  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  when  cnt  through,  oozed  red 
blood.  The  plexus  choroides  greatly  distended  with  blood. 
There  was  no  fluid  in  any  of  the  ventricles  more  than  natural, 
or  any  other  apparent  derangement  of  the  organ. 

Thorax. — Lungs  more  purple  than  usual  at  the  above  age. 
Serous  effusion  in  the  cavity,  to  the  amount  of  about  twelve 
ounces.  Also  in  the  pericardium  a  collection  of  serum,  amount¬ 
ing  to  two  ounces.  Heart  firm,  and  of  natural  size. 

Abdomen . — Peritonaeum  highly  vascular  ;  omentum  nearly 
obliterated,  but  what  remained  was  fully  injected  with  bright 
red  blood ;  so  were  the  intestines.  Gaihbladder  greatly  dis¬ 
tended  with  bile.  Liver  of  natural  size,  but  its  peritonaeal  co¬ 
vering  fully  injected  with  blood.  The  mesentery  beautifully 
injected.  Bladder  corrugated  to  a  very  small  size,  and  empty. 
Kidneys  inflamed.  The  stomach  was  carefully  removed  ;  when 
opened,  contained  a  pint  of  bluish  matter ,  and  presented  the 
following  dreadful  lesion: — In  the  cardiac  portion  there  was 
a  black  circular  patchy  about  two  and  a  half  inches  diameter, 
from  which  radiated,  as  from  a  centre,  a  uniform  bright  redness 
throughout  the  whole  inner  coat.  The  rugae,  which  were  very  large 
and  numerous ,  were  more  inflamed  than  the  other  portions.  The 
texture  was  totally  destroyed  through  all  the  coats,  as  far  as  the 
circular  patch  extended-  On  washing  off’  the  destroyed  parts, 
only  the  peritonaeal  covering  of  that  portion  of  the  organ  was, 
left.  It  cannot  be  better  compared  than  to  a  piece  of  leather 
burnt  with  a  red-hot  coal.  The  whole  of  the  great  arch  partook 
of  similar  appearances  externally. 

Sarah  Wild  the  younger.  (Case  I.)  External  appearances 
uniform  ;  in  colour,  a  deep  crimson,  approaching  to  purple. 
On  opening  the  abdomen,  omentum  highly  inflamed  ;  intestines 
the  same  ;  mesentery  rich  in  red  blood  ;  kidneys,  not  so  high- 
ly  inflamed  as  the  brother ;  bladder  closely  contracted  to  the 
size  of  a  marble ;  suffusion  of  bile  on  the  concave  surface  of 
the  liver,  extensive ;  its  bladder  greatly  distended  with  bile ; 
stomach,  when  opened,  of  a  deep  scarlet  tinge,  from  the  cardiac 
to  the  pyloric  extremity,  with  a  black  circular  patch  in  the  for¬ 
mer  portion,  about  the  size  of  a  half  crown.  When  washed  the 
edges  were  jagged,  and  nearly  through  all  its  coats.  Not  much 
distended,  but  containing  a  milk-like  fluid. 

William  Wild.  (Case  II.)  External  appearance  similar 
to  sister  Sarah  ;  the  eyes  more  shrunk  within  their  orbits  ; 
colour  as  deep  on  the  back. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  peritonoeum  presented  great  inflam- 
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mation.  The  omentum  was  nearly  obliterated.  The  bowete 
highly  inflamed,  and  partially  livid.  The  liver,  one-third  in  ex¬ 
tent,  nearly  colourless.  Gall-bladder  greatly  distended.  Great 
effusion  of  serum  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Urinary  bladder 
closely  contracted  to  the  pubes,  the  size  of  a  walnut.  The 
stomach  greatly  distended,  and,  when  opened,  poured  out  its 
contents  of  a  black  grumous  nature.  The  cardiac  portion  was 
more  extensively  destroyed  than  the  preceding  two,  by  a  circu¬ 
lar  black  patch,  in  diameter  three  inches ,  from  whence  appeared 
to  diverge  an  extensive,  nay,  universal  inflammation  of  the 
whole  inner  coat,  of  a  deep  scarlet  hue ,  bordering  on  crimson , 
especially  the  rugous  eminences.  Its  large  curvature  exteriorly 
was  yellowy  livid,  and  very  tender. 

Case  III. — -Sarah  Wild,  the  mother.  The  countenance 
of  this  subject  after  death  was  dreadfully  contorted.  The 
same  discoloration  on  the  back  and  sides,  as  noted  in  the 
above  reports.  Was  very  corpulent ;  peritonaeum  highly  in¬ 
flamed  ;  mesentery  the  same.  Great  effusion  into  the  abdo¬ 
minal  cavity ;  gall-bladder  very  full  and  much  enlarged ;  liver 
covered  with  pale  and  livid  patches,  the  size  of  sixpences.  Uri* 
nary  bladder  contracted  to  the  size  of  a  walnut.  Uterus  in¬ 
flamed,  but  not  larger  than  common  in  women  who  have  borne 
several  children.  Stomach  not  much  distended,  but  very  livid 
along  its  great  arch,  with  some  portion  of  the  little  omentum 
very  firmly  attached.  On  opening  this  viscus,  a  large  quantity 
of  dark  grumous  fluid  escaped.  At  the  cardiac  portion,  a  large 
circular  black  patch ,  three  inches  in  diameter,  presented  itself, 
and  which  passed  through  the  whole  of  its  coats,  the  finger 
piercing  its  substance  without  resistance ;  the  inner  surface 
highly  inflamed,  its  rugae  presenting  a  deep  crimson  hue,  whilst 
the  remainder  retained  that  of  a  deep  scarlet. 

General  treatment  consisted  in  pouring  into  the  stomach  of 
each  patient  as  frequently,  and  as  much  as  could  be  got  down,  of 
a  saturated  solution  of  supercarbonate  ofpotassa  in  water  ;  sugar 
and  water ;  albumen  and  water ;  milk,  and  the  like  ;  varying 
as  our  patients  would  take  them.  The  alkaline  solution  appear¬ 
ed  to  excite  disgust,  but  afforded  evident  relief  when  swallowed, 
by  the  instant  calm  immediately  produced  when  it  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomach. 

Thus  gentlemen,  I  have  concisely,  but  faithfully,  narrated  this 
dreadful  catastrophe.  Our  treatment  clearly  bespeaks  our  in¬ 
tention,  viz.  decomposition  of  the  poison  ;  but  dissection  has 
proved  that  all  our  attempts  were  abortive,  owing,  I  presume, 
to  the  concentrated  form  in  which  it  was  administered. 

vol.  xiv.  no.  56.  ii  h 
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Conceiving  I  have  taken  up  much  of  your  time  already,  I  will 
merely  observe,  we  were  not  more  than  four  hours  in  being 
enabled  to  obtain  the  above  information,  and  re-securing  our 
subjects.  I  therefore  commit  these  cases  to  the  judgment  of  the 
medical  and  physiological  world,  imperfect  as  they  are,  with  the 
view  of  succeeding  in  the  result  of  my  wishes. 

Boh  over ,  December  10,  1817. 


IV. 


Case  of  Poisoning  by  Corrosive  Sublimate.  By  Henry  Ander¬ 
son,  Surgeon,  Belfast. 

T^/Tonday,  9th  March  1818,  at  8  P.  M.  I  was  requested  to 
•1-T-l  visit  ftose  Mooney,  who  had  swallowed  poison.  When  I 
went  to  the  house  I  found  her  in  bed,  her  head  supported,  and 
the  saliva  flowing  copiously  from  her  mouth  ;  the  face  swelled, 
much  flushed,  and  covered  with  cold  sweat;  pulse  128,  very 
feeble  and  irregular ;  skin  intensely  hot,  and  great  difficulty  of 
breathing. 

I  was  informed  she  is  28  years  of  age,  has  had  three  children, 
and  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  with  some  of  her  husband’s 
friends,  she  had  gone  to  an  apothecary’s,  and  purchased  a 
drachm  of  corrosive  sublimate,  brought  it  home,  and,  in  presence 
of  the  people  in  the  house,  swallowed  it  undiluted.  This 
happened  at  seven  o’clock. 

I  immediately  ordered  an  emetic,  and  during  the  intermediate 
time  questioned  her  where  she  felt  the  pain.  She  could  not 
speak,  but  drew  her  hand  down  from  the  chin,  and  fixed  on  the 
epigastric  region.  The  abdomen  was  tumefied,  and  very  pain¬ 
ful  to  the  touch.  She  had  vomited  in  twenty  minutes  after 
swallowing  the  poison,  and  now  again  on  my  entering  the  room. 
I  ordered  the  matter  vomited  to  be  put  past  for  future  inspec¬ 
tion.  At  ten  minutes  after  eight,  I  gave  her  20  grs.  sulph.  zinci, 
which  operated  very  quickly  ;  large  draughts  of  warm  water 
were  then  administered,  and  the  vomiting  continued  for  some 
time. 

She  was  very  unwilling  to  take  the  warm  water.  I  inquired 
the  reason.  With  difficulty  she  let  me  understand,  she  could  not 
get  it  swallowed,  as  her  throat  was  drawn  together,  and  some¬ 
times  entirely  stopt.  Two  ounces  of  starch  was  boiled  in  a 


